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As we enter our seventeenth (!) winter holiday season here on Broadway, we count our blessings and send with 
this newsletter every wish for safe and healthy holidays, and a peaceful year in 2009.   

Although we are living in uncertain economic and political times, we take heart in the hope of a new 
administration and the promise that comes with it.  There is hard work ahead, but we are betting on the great 
American resilience, strength, and creativity that have guided us through tough times before.  

We also believe that people are increasingly aware of the value of locally owned and operated businesses!  As you 
contemplate doing your holiday shopping, we hope you’ll think about buying gifts at Broadway Books for your 
friends and family.  Together, we make a community. 

As is our custom, we’re expanding our Sunday hours between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Sundays from 
November 29th through December 21

st
, we’ll be open 10 am until 7 pm.  The rest of the week we’ll be open our 

regular hours, 10 am to 9 pm. 

Besides thousands of new (and a few hundred used) books, may we remind you of some of the other things we 
carry?  Boxed and individual holiday and non-holiday cards, holiday wrap and ribbon, Hanukkah candles, gelt, and 
dreidels, beautiful blank books, reading glasses, calendars of all types, magnetic poetry kits, portable games to play 
in the car and elsewhere, original artwork ranging in price from $7 to $300, and gift certificates (which never 
expire) in any denomination for the hard-to-buy-for folks in your life.  

And have you heard about our spectacular service?  We are happy to order available books that we don’t have in 
stock and can usually get them in just a few days (often, the next day).  We gift-wrap for free.  We ship anywhere.  
Looking for a personal shopper?  Just give us your parameters and we can find the perfect book(s) for anyone on 
your list.  Our staff is composed of omnivorous readers and inveterate schmoozers, and our very favorite thing 
outside of a good book is a curious customer.  Let us make your holiday shopping a bit easier!  We’d love to see 
you in the store. 

LIGHTS ON BROADWAY CALENDAR SALE DECEMBER 5TH-7TH  

This year’s annual “Lights on Broadway” happens the first weekend in December.  Merchants up and down the 
street will be offering special deals, sales, and many fun things to do while you shop.  Here at the 
store we’re holding our first ever calendar sale!  For December 5

th
, 6

th
, and 7

th
 only, all 2009 

calendars of all types (hundreds of titles) will be on sale as follows: 

                                      Buy one calendar, get 10% off 

                                     Buy two calendars, get 20% off 

                        Buy three or more calendars, get 30% off 

                            (Must be purchased at the same time.) 

GIVE LOVE. GIVE TIME. GIVE JOY. GIVE BOOKS. 



BROADWAY BOOKS WEBSITE AND BLOG 

It is with a drum roll and more than a little trepidation that we announce the launching of the 
Broadway Books blog – Bookbroads – and the soon-be-live Broadway Books Website!  The blog 
can be found now at www.broadwaybooks.blogspot.com.  It offers daily morsels of book news 
and store news for you to nibble on.  The website will launch any day now and can be found at 

www.broadwaybooks.net (if it asks you for a password, it’s not been launched yet).  There you will 
find information about upcoming events and favorite new books in the store, an archive of past 

newsletters, and a little history about the store and its staff.  While you can’t access our inventory through this 
site, you can always call us and we’re happy to let you know if we have a book and how soon we can get it if we 
don’t have it.  We don’t expect this leap into the techno-world to change us at all; we’re still major devotees of the 
printed word -- although rumor has it that Roberta has become the queen of text-messaging.  Please check out 
these two sites and let us know what you think.  Your comments and suggestions will be happily welcomed. So 
while this newsletter offers you many suggestions for your holiday gift-giving, our website will introduce you to 
even more. 

THE CULINARY ARTS 

Some smashing new cookbooks have hit our shelves recently.  As is appropriate for the season, there’s a lot of 
comfort food between these covers: 

Baking for All Occasions: A Treasury of Recipes for Everyday Celebrations by Flo Braker ($35, Chronicle Books) is 
designed to help the home baker make any day special.  No matter what the event, this comprehensive book of 
more than 200 sweet treats has the exactly right recipe.  The 396-page book includes beautiful color photos, 
descriptions of fundamental baking techniques, a list of essential equipment, weights and measurement 
equivalents, and much more for the beginning to advanced baker. Whatever the occasion, with Flo Braker by your 
side, you can’t miss. 

aŀǊǘƘŀ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΥ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƛǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ /ƻƻƪ by Martha Stewart with Sarah Carey 
($45, Clarkson Potter Publishers) teaches the reader such basics as how to hold a chef’s knife, truss a chicken, bake 
a flawless pie crust, poach a whole salmon, make vinaigrette, and more.  Arranged by cooking technique, it’s aimed 
at teaching you not simply what to cook, but how to cook.  Featuring more than 500 color photos and 200 recipes 
that put the lessons of the book to work, this is “the new gold standard for everyone who truly wants to know his 
or her way around the kitchen.”  

Here’s a lovely bit of nostalgia: The Fireside Cookbook by James Beard ($30, Simon & Schuster) 
was first published in 1949, and made its Oregon author a household name.  This 60

th
 

anniversary edition, a completely faithful replica of the original (including illustrations by Alice 
and Martin Provensen), will take you back to your mother’s (or grandmother’s) kitchen.  The 
book contains 1,217 recipes and variations!  Open it to any page and you’ll find recipes that may 
have you racing to the kitchen to re-create your childhood.  Scalloped potatoes.  Shrimp cocktail.  
Chicken  la king.  Cherries jubilee.  All of a sudden we’re watching Howdy Doody. 

¢ƘŜ tŀƭŜȅΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ /ƻƻƪōƻƻƪ by Vitaly and Kimberly Paley with Robert Reynolds ($35, Ten Speed Press) was 
mentioned in last month’s newsletter but it bears repeating: this is THE Portland gift cookbook of the season! 

And while we’re talking “local”, you can’t go wrong if you give the oenophile on your list 
Oregon: The Taste of Wine by Janis Miglavs ($24.95, Graphic Arts Books).  It’s a beautiful 
photographic tour through the Oregon wine country and an in-depth oral history of 
winemaking in the region.   

Barefoot Contessa: Back to Basics by Ina Garten ($35, Clarkson Potter) is just what you 
expect from this Food Network diva: a collection of accessible, subtly sophisticated recipes 
using the fresh ingredients and simple techniques that are the foundation of her easy, 
refined style.  From buttermilk cheddar biscuits to herb-marinated loin of pork, Ms. Garten knocks it out of the 
park every single time.  

 

 

http://www.broadwaybooks.blogspot.com/
http://www.broadwaybooks.net/


THESE BOOKS ARE THE BEST 

Every fall, we are happy to have in stock the annual anthologies of “Best American” writing (there are also a few 
similar books that include non-American authors and are also listed below).  These inexpensive (most are 
under $15) collections of short pieces, edited by expert writers in each field, include contemporary writing 
from the past calendar year.  They make terrific gifts.  We have on our shelves the following: 

The Best American Short Stories edited by Salman Rushdie, The Best American Essays edited by Adam 
Gopnick, The Best American Nonrequired Reading edited by Dave Eggers, The Best American Mystery 
Stories edited by George Pelecanos, The Best American Spiritual Writing edited by Philip Zaleski, The 
Best American Science and Nature Writing edited by Jerome Groopman, The Best American Travel 
Writing edited by Anthony Bourdain, The Best American Sports Writing edited by William Nack, The Best 
American Poetry edited by Charles Wright, The Best American Political Writing edited by Royce Flippin, Best New 
American Voices edited by Mary Gaitskill, The Best Buddhist Writing edited by Melvin McLeod, Best Food Writing 
edited by Holly Hughes, and The Best American Comics edited by Lynda Barry.  

 

SOME NEW FICTION 

Although Chilean Robert Bolaño (1953-2003) is no longer with us, he has left a literary legacy nearly unmatched in 
contemporary literature.  Since so much of his work has been translated into English and published in this country 
posthumously, Americans are a bit behind the curve in appreciating this great genius.  His final masterwork, a 
novel titled 2666 (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $30) has just arrived in the store and is a must-read for any Bolaño 
fan.  One prominent Spanish reviewer says, “Not just the great Spanish-language novel of this decade, but one of 
the cornerstones that define an entire literature.”  We can hardly wait to dip into the 897-page work.  

Toni Morrison’s slim new novel, A Mercy (Knopf, $23.95) contains in its 167 pages a powerful tragedy distilled into 
a jewel.  Set during the 1680s, when the American slave trade was just beginning, this story has at its heart the 
disturbing story of a mother who casts off her daughter in order to save her.  Michiko Kakutani wrote in The New 
York Times that this book ”…stands, with Beloved, as one of Ms. Morrison’s most haunting works yet.” 

Ok, so it’s not a warm-and-fuzzy-holiday read.  Still, the raves accompanying The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 
($24.95, Knopf), by Stieg Larsson, make it tough to resist.  This fiction debut and European bestseller from 
muckraking journalist Larsson (who unfortunately died in 2004 --- but not before delivering the next two 
manuscripts in this series) has won dazzling praise from the likes of Harlan Coben, Lee Child, Michael Ondaatje, 
and Minette Walters. It’s a spellbinding amalgam of murder mystery, family saga, love story, and financial intrigue. 
For the mystery lover in your life, it’s a no-brainer. 

We have a bunch of great novels newly released in paperback, including A Thousand Splendid Suns, by Khalid 
Hosseini, his follow-up to The Kite Runner; Hearts of Horses, by favorite local author Molly Gloss; The White Tiger, 
by Aravind Adiga, recent winner of the Man Booker Prize; Night Train to Lisbon, by Pascal Mercier, an 
international bestseller; World Without End, by Ken Follett, his follow-up to The Pillars of the Earth; Bearing the 
Body, by Ehud Havazelet, recent winner of the Ken Kesey Oregon Book Award for Fiction; Exit Ghost, by Philip 
Roth; and An Incomplete Revenge, part of the popular Maisie Dobbs series by Jacqueline Winspear. 

YOUNG ADULT FICTION 

Another book that might not seem like standard holiday fare but is definitely a worthwhile read is The Hunger 
Games ($17.99, Scholastic), by Suzanne Collins, a gripping story set in a post-apocalyptic world where the 
government demands a tribute from each of its territories: two children to be used as gladiators in a televised fight 
to the death. What happens if we choose entertainment over humanity? The suspense of this powerful novel will 
keep the reader engrossed through the last page. 

A great book for teens and especially boys who are hard to get reading is Spud: A Wickedly Funny Novel ($8.99, 
Razorbill) and the follow-up The Madness Continues: A Spud Novel ($16.99, Razorbill), by John van de Ruit, which 
tells the story of Spud Milton, a thirteen-year-old prepubescent choir boy about to start his first year at an elite 
boys-only boarding school in South Africa. Through diary entries, readers watch as Spud takes his first hilarious 
steps toward manhood and first loves, learning about life and friendship along the way. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Breaking Dawn and Brisingr, the newest books in the Twilight and Inheritance series. 



NONFICTION 

In her newest book, Annie Leibovitz at Work ($40, Random House), the most celebrated photographer of our time 
discusses portraiture, reportage, fashion photography, lighting, and digital cameras. She tells how she made her 
pictures, including those of Richard Nixon, the Rolling Stones, Demi Moore, Susan Sontag, various Hollywood 
characters, and politicians. More words than photos, the book also answers the ten questions she is always asked 
and provides a publishing history and chronology of her work.  A true treat for Leibovitz devotees.  And really, who 
isn’t? 

We always look forward to compilations from The New Yorker.  Last year it was a culinary delight; this year we get 
humor. Disquiet, Please: More Humor Writing from The New Yorker ($30, Random House) is edited by David 
Remnick and Henry Finder and includes treats from Woody Allen, David Sedaris, Dorothy Parker, Susan Orlean, 
Calvin Trillin, and many, many more. 

Pop-up books aren’t just for kids anymore! Birdscapes: A Pop-Up Celebration of Bird Songs in 
Stereo Sound ($60, Chronicle Books) by Miyoko Chu with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology presents 
seven elaborately produced, full-color pop-ups portraying dozens of bird species in diverse North 
American habitats, from the Arctic Tundra to a Pacific Rain Forest. Each pop-up plays extended 
recordings of the birds’ calls and songs in stereo.  This is a stunning book, and what a delightful 
gift for the bird watchers in your life. 

In Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life and Radical Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt ($35, Doubleday), 
H.W. Brands draws on archival materials, public speeches, personal correspondence, and accounts by family 
members and close associates to present a brilliant portrait of the man generally considered to be the greatest 
president of the twentieth century.  

Blending biography, genealogy, and history, Annette Gordon-Reed tells the powerful story of the African American 
family whose lives were intertwined with the lives of the Thomas Jefferson family in The Hemingses of Monticello: 
An American Family ($35, Norton). While presenting the most detailed and richly drawn portrait ever written of 
Sally Hemings, the gifted black woman who chose at age 16 to live as Jefferson's enslaved mistress in America 
rather than as a free woman in France, the book goes further, bringing vividly to life all the family members and 
their extraordinary engagement with one of history’s most important figures.  This important and remarkable book 
was just awarded the National Book Award for Nonfiction. 

Two of the most influential books of the past decade have been The Tipping Point and Blink, by Malcolm Gladwell.  
Now he offers us Outliers: The Story of Success ($27.99, Little, Brown), which answers the question “Why do some 
people succeed far more than others?” Following the path of his first two books, this book attempts to illuminate 
the secret patterns behind everyday phenomena. 

 

GRAPHIC LITERATURE 

Three of our favorite comics/cartoonists have recently released some brilliant new collections of their work: 

Art Spiegelman, best known as the author of the Maus graphic novels, has re-released his 1978 collection of 
comics, Breakdowns: Portrait of the Artist as a Young %@*! ($27.50, Pantheon), in an awesome oversize 
hardback. This is a must-have for any comics fans on your list—Speigelman is one of the original underground 
comic artists, and this collection represents a seriously impressive multitude of styles and subjects.  

Another worthwhile collection new to the store is Alison Bechdel’s The Essential Dykes to Watch Out For ($25, 
Houghton Mifflin). Bechdel has been drawing the weekly comic Dykes to Watch Out For since 1983, and is the 
author of the critically acclaimed graphic memoir Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic. A perfect gift for old fans and 
new readers alike. 

Roz Chast has been compared to the likes of William Steig and Charles Addams and is best known for her comics in 
The New Yorker. Her most recent book, Theories of Everything ($30, Bloomsbury) is a collection of three decades 
of the best of her work and is just out in paperback. One word—strikingly hilarious (okay, so that’s actually two 
words). 

 



BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 

Picture Books 

Pop-ups?  You say you want pop-ups?  We are rich with pop-up books – many from master paper engineer Robert 
Sabuda. In Peter Pan: A Pop-¦Ǉ !ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WΦaΦ .ŀǊǊƛŜΩǎ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ¢ŀƭŜ ($29.99, Simon & Schuster), Tinkerbell 
flies, pirates pop, and ships spring up with masts that sway in the breeze.  Also from Sabuda and Matthew Reinhart 
is Brava Strega Nona! A Heartwarming Pop-Up Book ($29.99, Penguin), bringing the 
wonderfully wise and well-loved Strega Nona to life as she shares the six ingredients that 
make life magical.  Recently published as part of the Encyclopedia Mythologica series is 
Fairies and Magical Creatures ($27.99, Candlewick Press), also by Sabuda and Reinhart.  This 
breathtaking glimpse into the world of fairy lore and marvelous magic features more than 
thirty unique and stunning pop-ups.  Other pop-up books feature Star Wars, The Chronicles 
of Narnia, Horton Hears  a Who, the Nutcracker ballet, Mother Goose, and many more. 

A Day with No Crayons ($15.95), by local writer Elizabeth Rusch and illustrated by Chad Cameron is this year’s 
winner of the Oregon Book Award’s Eloise Jarvis McGraw Award for Children’s Literature. What’s a budding artist 
to do when her mother takes away her crayons and her world is drained of color? Gorgeous pictures and 
delightfully clever text make this book about creativity a treat, and an excellent gift for other budding artists. 

The hit of the holidays last year was Gallop, by Rufus Butler Seder. This year we predict it will be Swing! A 
Scanimation Picture Book ($12.95, Workman), also by Seder. In Swing, the swimmer swims, the batter bats, the 
skater twirls, and more – all through the magic of scanimation.  Kids of all ages will be mesmerized by this one. We 
also have customizable scanimation gift cards, based on Gallop.  A box of eight cards with galloping horses, 
frolicking dogs, sprinting cats, and soaring eagles is $16. 

Spyology: The Complete Book  of Spycraft ($22.99, Candlewick Press) is the newest spectacular addition to the 
‘ology series.  Readers match wits with Agent K as they pick up clues, create disguises, and learn about master 
spies. Interactive and irresistible, this book makes a great gift for curious covert codebreakers. 

Middle Readers (ages 8 to 12 ish) 

J.K. Rowling, author of the astonishingly popular Harry Potter series, is back with The Tales of Beedle 
the Bard ($12.95, Scholastic), a slim collection of five stories, including “The Tale of the Three 
Brothers,” which appeared in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. Profits from the book will be 
donated to Children’s High Level Group, the charity Rowling co-founded to improve the lives of 
marginalized children. 

A former middle-school teacher and the father of two boys, Rick Riordan is the author of the wildly popular Percy 
Jackson and the Olympians series.  Starting with Book One, The Lightning Thief ($7.99, Hyperion), and moving 
through to Book Four, The Battle of the Labyrinth ($17.99, Hyperion), these books are engaging, exhilarating, and 
filled with enough wit and humor to hook kids and enough classical underpinnings to please teachers and parents. 

Riordan is also the mastermind behind the first book in the new series The 39 Clues. The Maze of Bones ($12.99, 
Scholastic) introduces readers to the Cahill clan, all distant relatives of Benjamin Franklin, as they compete to win 
the family fortune, learning about their family, world history, and themselves along the way.  Subsequent books in 
this ten-book series will be written by other popular authors, including Gordon Kormon, author of the second 
book, One False Note ($12.99, Scholastic), which will be published later this month. The series includes game cards 
and a website, enabling kids to solve puzzles, decipher clues, and win more than $100,000 in prizes.  But the lead 
book definitely stands on its own as a rollicking good read, with enough plot twists, snappy humor, and engaging 
characters to keep readers turning the pages. 

Another great new series for kids is the Wimpy Kid series, by Jeff Kinney:  Diary of a Wimpy Kid ($12.95, Amulet 
Books), Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Roderick Rules ($12.5), and Diary of a Wimpy Kid Do-It-Yourself Book ($10.95) -- 
the latter featuring original art and new material, as well as ruled pages and empty word balloons so kids can 
create their own stories and comics. 

Local writer Dale E. Basye has just published his first book, Heck: Where the Bad Kids Go ($16.99, Random House) 
When Milton and Marlo Fauster die in a marshmallow-bear explosion, they get sent straight to Heck, an 
otherworldly reform school.  In this uproarious send-up of all things purgatorial, the school principal is Bela Elsa 
Bubb and Mr. R. Nixon teaches ethics.  Will Milton and Marlo be able to escape from the Underworld? 
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This December, we hope you’ll join us in helping a local school library.  Sitton Elementary School, a Portland Public 
School in St. Johns, is an inviting and exciting place to be for its 317 students, 87% of whom qualify for 
the free or reduced lunch program.  Their staff is creative and dedicated, their students are 
bright and motivated, but their library is woefully understocked. We are determined to 
do something about that.  You can help!  Throughout the month of December, we’ll give 
you a 20% discount on every book you purchase for donation to the Sitton School library.  
They are particularly in need of nonfiction books for grades K-5.  You may also donate 
cash (every $8 will buy $10 worth of books) and leave the book selection up to the school 
librarian, Diane Newton-Prior.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for all you do to support our store and our local community.  
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