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It’s our eighteenth holiday season!  We are counting our blessings and wishing safe and healthy holidays to all.  May 
your December days be full of friends and family, warmth and light, good deeds and good reads.  
 
The store is abuzz with the new books of the season, and the promise of more to come.  Within this newsletter 
we’ve listed some marvelous titles that we think are just about perfect to give as gifts, and we’re wagering that 
you’ll agree. Choosing from among all the great books out this fall to this select list was a tough task, so if 
something here doesn’t pique your interest come in and we’ll show you more! 
 
Besides thousands of new (and a few hundred used) books, we carry a long list of nonbook items that are designed 
to make your shopping easier and bring a smile to someone’s face.  Among these are boxed and individual holiday 
and non-holiday cards, holiday wrap and ribbon, Hanukkah candles, gelt and dreidels, beautiful blank books, 
reading glasses and lens-cleaning cloths, hundreds of 2010 calendars, magnetic poetry kits, yummy chocolate bars, 
tins of coasters with witty quotes, jigsaw puzzles, word games such as Bananagrams, packets of English breakfast 
tea with literary quotes, and original art priced from $18 to $550.   We also sell gift certificates (which never expire) 
in any denomination for the hard-to-buy-for folks on your list. 
 
Beginning November 27

th
 and going through December 23

rd
, our expanded holiday hours will be in effect.  Mondays 

through Saturdays, we’ll be open 10 am until 9 pm, and Sundays we’ll be open 10 am until 7 pm.  We will close at 5 
pm on Christmas Eve and on New Year’s Eve.   
 
And have you heard of our spectacular service?  We are happy to order available books that we don’t have in stock 
and can usually get them in just a few days (often the next day).  We gift-wrap for free.  We ship anywhere.  Looking 
for a personal shopper?   Our staff reads omnivorously and schmoozes with abandon.  Tell us who you are shopping 
for, and we’ll help you pick the perfect present.  Let us make your holiday shopping easier!  We’d love to see you in 
the store. 
 
In fact, we’d love to see you in any of the beautiful, locally owned shops on NE Broadway or anywhere in the 
neighborhood.  We believe that Portlanders are increasingly aware of the value of locally owned and operated 
businesses.  As you contemplate doing your holiday shopping, we hope you “buy local” as much as you can.   
Together, local businesses and local consumers make a community.  
 
 

 
LIGHTS ON BROADWAY SALE DECEMBER 4

TH
 ς 6

TH
 

 
This year’s annual “Lights on Broadway” celebration is the first weekend in December.  
Merchants up and down the street will be offering special deals and fun things to do while 
you shop.  Here at Broadway Books, we are putting every hardcover novel in the store on 
sale.  For these three days only, all hardcover fiction – not just a selected few, but EVERY 
SINGLE HARDCOVER NOVEL - will be 25% off!  This year’s crop of fiction includes new work by dozens of literary 
giants, from Margaret Atwood to Carlos Ruiz Zafon.  “Lights on Broadway” is the ideal time to stock up. 
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We like to do something every year in or around Grace Paley’s birthday, to celebrate her life 
and work.  One of the great American writers and activists of the 20

th
 century, she died in 

August 2007. Grace also wrote poems and essays that tell us things we need to know.  She 
has long been important to readers, writers, and activists who are struggling to be conscious 
as they make real art out of real life. 
 
Two of Oregon’s finest and most thoughtful writers will read from Grace’s work and their own on this evening: 
novelist and short story writer Gina Ochsner and poet and journalist BT Shaw. Judith Arcana, author of Grace 
tŀƭŜȅΩǎ [ƛŦŜ {ǘƻǊies: A Literary Biography as well as several collections of poetry, will serve as emcee. We invite 
audience participation! 
 
This celebration is also a fundraiser for a beacon of light in our own neighborhood. The North by Northeast 
Community Health Center is dedicated to providing free health screening and basic medical services to low income 
individuals without medical insurance who live in inner North and Northeast Portland.  From 7 pm to 9 pm, 
Broadway Books pledges 10% of our sales as a cash donation to help Dr. Jill Ginsberg and Pastor Mary Overstreet 
(and their dedicated paid and volunteer staff) with this important work.  
 

 
A SCHOOL LIBRARY NEEDS YOUR HELP 

 
Last December, we started a campaign to provide books to the library at Sitton Elementary School, a Portland Public 
School in St. Johns.  We offered a 20% discount on any books you purchased for the library, and we pledged to 

increase any cash donations by 20% for a librarian’s shopping spree.  We were overwhelmed with your 
response (almost $1000 in books were donated!) but this little library is still calling to us.  There is work 
yet to be done.  So we’re doing it again!  The same as last year: in December, buy books for the 
library at 20% off, or donate cash and we’ll leverage it up.  The kids at Sitton School are the best, 
and they deserve an up-to-date library.  Together, we can make it happen! 

 

 
KEEP UP WITH US ON THE WEB (AND ELSEWHERE)! 

 
It’s been a year since we launched our blog (www.broadwaybooks.blogspot.com) and our website 
(www.broadwaybooks.net).   We’re having so much fun with both. We hope you have a chance to check in with us 
for the latest store happenings, new books, and more (store history, staff profiles, archived newsletters, etc.)  Also, 
we are now devotees of the Twitter universe and you can catch our tweets @bookbroads.  You can even be-friend 
us on Facebook! You can phone us at (503) 284-1726.  Email us at bookbroads@qwestoffice.net.  Or sign up to 
receive this newsletter in your actual mailbox at your actual house.  But still our favorite: walk through our front 
door and say hello!   
 

 
FROM DECEMBER 10

TH
 THROUGH THE 24

TH
, THE BURRITO IS ON US 

 
Last December’s “Broadway Books Burrito” story was a lot of fun for everyone.  So much fun, in fact, that we’ve 
decided to keep the free food in the picture.  So here’s the deal: during these two weeks in December, if you spend 
$100 in one visit to Broadway Books, we’ll buy you a burrito at Cha! Cha! Cha! That’s right – spend $100 and we’ll 
give you a gift card to our favorite local burrito eatery worth $5, the price of one of their humongous meals-in-a-
tortilla. This offer is good from December 10

 th
 through December 24

th
.   
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COOKBOOKS 

Cookbooks seem to come in waves.  We’ll often have a fairly lackluster year that is followed by a year 
full of stunning new collections of recipes and entertaining ideas.  Last year must have been a really 
bad one, because this fall is a doozy.  Our shelves are groaning with all sorts of new cookbooks, revised 
classics, regionally and seasonally based volumes, and all sorts of tomes ranging from nuts-and-bolts 
question-and-answer handbooks to luscious wishbooks.  There are things in store for the novice and the 
experienced cook, the amateur and the professional chef, and those who simply read cookbooks for sugary 
fun and salty enlightenment, the way some people read history or fiction.  Here are some of the season’s very best: 

So many books for bakers!  Our first book is a carryover from the summer, but it belongs in every baker’s kitchen.  
Rustic Fruit Desserts by local chefs Corey Schreiber and Julie Richardson cannot be beat.  This collection of desserts 
for crumbles, buckles, cobblers, pandowdies and more takes us back a generation or two when grandma’s cherry pies 

sat on the windowsill to cool.  At last, these humble and delicious recipes are experiencing a long-
overdue revival.  

From a bakery very close to home comes The Grand Central Baking Book by Piper Davis and Ellen 
Jackson.  Now you can make your very own Grand Central classics: Almond Anise Biscotti, Triple-

Chocolate Cookies, Shortbread Tea Cookies, and much more.  A yummy big chapter on cakes, and another on pies.  
“The recipes in this book are just like Grand Central Bakery: brilliant but not flashy, tasty but not self-absorbed, and 
full of homey charm.” – Tom Douglas, Seattle restaurateur 

Mother’s Bistro & Bar in downtown Portland is a comfort-food favorite of many Portland diners.  Now Lisa Schroeder 
has written aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ŜǎǘΥ /ƻƳŦƻǊǘ CƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŀƪŜǎ ¸ƻǳ IƻƳŜ !Ǝŀƛƴ. This collection of 150 favorites from her 
restaurant is seasoned generously with cooking wisdom and tips that teach you how to become a more confident 
cook.  From perfect pot roast to yummy coconut cream pie, these loving concoctions hit the spot. 

Clarkson Potter has just published a completely revised and updated edition of Larousse Gastronomique.  Recognized 
as the world’s greatest culinary encyclopedia, this volume is not cheap ($90) but for aficionados of gourmet cuisine, it 
is the gold standard of serious cooking.  The new edition includes modern as well as classic techniques, and dozens of 
new biographies of significant foodies.  For the first time, more than 400 candid photos from upscale restaurants 
around the world give behind-the-scenes access to chefs and kitchens.  This user-friendly encyclopedia is a must for 
the serious chef and a fantastic read for anyone who loves food. 

And now we’ll do a little flashback to the early seventies.  Anyone who still has a copy of The Vegetarian 
Epicure, raise your hand!  Anna Thomas is still with us, people, and she has just written a lovely 
cookbook called Love Soup: 160 All-New Vegetarian Recipes.  One hundred soups – all of them 
vegetarian and many vegan – are organized by season.  Hearty winter soups, refreshing summer 
soups, and savory one-pot meals fill this book, along with recipes for breads, salads, hummus, 
and other nibbles that can turn a bowl of soup into a meal.   

Mollie Katzen’s new Get Cooking: 150 Simple Recipes to Get You Started in the Kitchen is the most wonderful gift for 
a beginning cook and also for those who would like to cook at home more but don’t know how to start.  The recipes 
are simple and easy but not “can of mushroom soup”-like.  And surprise: this cookbook is NOT vegetarian. 

The demise of Gourmet magazine shocked and saddened us all, but we still have their brand-new cookbook, Gourmet 
Today, edited by the indefatigable Ruth Reichl.  It contains more than 1000 all-new recipes for the contemporary 
kitchen, and all have been tested and retested in the Gourmet test kitchens. 

Here are two beautiful gifts for the lover of French and/or Italian food: La Cucina: The Regional Cooking of Italy, by 
the Acaddemia Italiana della Cucina (contains 2,000 recipes - bellisima!) and French Feasts: 299 Traditional Recipes 
for Family Meals and Gatherings, by Stephane Reynaud (loaded with drawings and full color photos - fantastique!).  

 

 



 
 

FICTION 

 

We cannot remember a season so packed with quality fiction.  The publishers seemed to have pulled out all the stops 
this year, and we only have room to discuss a few on this page.  Come in to the store to find new novels or short 
stories by: Margaret Atwood, John Irving, Kazuo Ishiguro, Philip Roth, Jonathan Lethem, Audrey Niffenegger, Orham 
Pamuk, John Grisham, Sherman Alexie, Alice Munro, Richard Russo, Stephen King, Chelsea Cain, Garrison Keillor,  
Alexander McCall Smith, and many more.   

The Lacuna, Barbara Kingsolver’s first novel in almost a decade, takes us on an epic journey from the Mexico City of 
artists Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo to the America of Pearl Harbor, FDR, and J. Edgar Hoover. The story is told by 

Harrison Shepherd, half Mexican, half American, and living in Mexico when we meet him. Leaving his 
mother behind, Shepherd finds work in the household of Kahlo and Rivera, then takes a job with their 
houseguest, exiled Communist leader Leon Trotsky. When Trotsky is assassinated in 1940, Shepherd 
returns to the United States at age 24 where, after becoming a successful writer, he eventually finds 
himself in the sights of Joseph McCarthy and the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Seven 
years in the making, the book reflects Kingsolver’s extensive research, using a fictional character in the 
framework of real events to probe the relationship between art and politics. 

The Help, Kathryn Stockett’s stunning fiction debut, has been one of the hottest sellers at the store this 
fall. Set in 1962 Mississippi during the nascent civil rights movement, it tells the story of 22-year-old Skeeter, a young 
white woman just graduated from Ole Miss; Aibileen, a wise black maid raising her seventeenth white child after the 
loss of her own son; and Minny, Aibileen’s short, fat, and sassy best friend. These three women create an unlikely and 
even dangerous alliance in an attempt to make a difference. The Help tells a timeless and universal story about the 
lines we abide by, and the ones we don’t.  

Eleven-year-old Flavia de Luce is an aspiring chemist with a passion for poison living in a decaying English mansion in 
1950 with her father and two older sisters. And she is the inventive and entertaining star of a new mystery series, the 
first of which ς Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie -- is the winner of the Crime Writers’ Association Debut Dagger 
Award. Best-selling mystery writer Laurie King calls it “A wickedly clever story…Alexander McCall Smith meets Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle.”  I prefer the description “Harriet the Spy meets Nancy Drew for grown-ups.” This handsomely 
packaged and clever book will make a wonderful gift for lovers of “cozier” mysteries. 

When Jeannette Walls, author of the wildly popular memoir The Glass Castle, set out to write in greater detail about 
her mother, she didn’t intend to write a novel, and she didn’t intend to base it on her grandmother. As she listened to 
more stories from her mom, she realized that the character she really wanted to write about was her gun-toting, 
horse-breaking, cursing/dancing, rugged-living grandmother, born in 1901 and growing up in West Texas. She found it 
easier to lay the story out in Lily’s voice, and then planned to rewrite it in the third person as a memoir. But the 
immediacy of writing in Lily’s own voice appealed to her. She didn’t feel comfortable calling the resulting book 
nonfiction because it was no longer completely pure, however, so her new book Half Broke Horses, is subtitled A 
True-Life Novel. For fans of The Glass Castle, it’s a winner regardless of the genre. 

In Wolf Hall, the winner of the 2009 Man Booker Prize, author Hilary Mantel tells the rags to 
riches story of Thomas Cromwell in Tudor England. This thoroughly modern novel, set in the 16

th
 

century, offers a vast narrative sweep as it probes the mysteries of power by examining in 
luminous and mesmerizing detail the doings in the ruthless, turbulent court of Henry the VIII, as 
he attempts to thwart the pope and annul his twenty-year marriage to Catherine of Aragon to 
marry Anne Boleyn. Cromwell, a complex and brilliant schemer, gambles his life to aid the king in 
his quest, but at what price? The 500-plus pages of this novel move briskly, telling a story that is 
spellbinding and believable, where the personal and the political are separated by a hairbreadth 

From the grave, and against the author’s wishes, comes one of the literary events of the season.  The Original of 
Laura (Dying Is Fun) by Vladimir Nabokov is here.  Unfinished at the time of his death, this book has been stitched 
together by the author’s son Dmitri, and with his authorization.   (We should not judge the son too harshly.  
Remember that Vera Nabokov saved Lolita from the scrapheap when her husband became convinced that nobody 
would understand it.)  This last novel is the story of a grotesquely fat man, his preoccupation with death, and his 
infatuation with his wife.   Perhaps one of the most interesting things about this book is its presentation.  Nabokov 
wrote the book by hand on index cards, which he endlessly shuffled to form a narrative.  The publisher has 
reproduced all of these cards in an ingenious punch-out format, so that the reader may rearrange the story just as the 
author did.  It is a must for any Nabokov devotee.  



NONFICTION 
 

While writing the best-selling book Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would 
Cure the World, Pulitzer-Prize-winning author Tracy Kidder met a young man from Burundi named Deo. In his latest 
book, Strength in What Remains: A Journey of Remembrance and Forgiveness, Kidder tells Deo’s story, a story of 
fleeing the civil wars and genocide of the central African nation and landing at JFK airport with two hundred dollars, 
no English and no contacts. At first he ekes out a precarious existence delivering groceries, living in Central Park, and 
learning English by reading dictionaries in bookstores. Eventually he meets the people who will change his life. Deo is 
now a physician, a graduate of the Columbia University medical school, and living a life devoted to healing – both the 
wounds of his youth and the wreckage of his country through the nonprofit organization he founded, Village Health 
Works.  Like Mountains Beyond Mountains, this book tells the story of the heroism inherent in ordinary people.  

A few months ago in Southern California the news was all about the big fires, which burned almost 300,000 acres over 
the course of several days. In the summer of 1910 in Idaho, a fire blew up that burned more than three million acres in 
just two days, killing at least 80 people and destroying five towns. But the fire also cemented the role of the newly 
created US Forest Service. Timothy Egan tells these stories in The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt & the Fire that Saved 
America. Egan, Seattle-based and Spokane-raised, intertwines the story of the fire itself and the personal heroics of 
the men and women who fought it with the story of the efforts of Teddy Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot to preserve 
the country’s vast forest resources.  

Another terrific northwest journalist is Jon Krakauer, who grew up in Corvallis. Krakauer has written 
several highly acclaimed books, including Into Thin Air, Into the Wild, and Under the Banner of Heaven. 
His newest book, Where Men Win Glory, tells the story of Pat Tillman, the accomplished professional 
football player who walked away from his multi-million-dollar NFL contract to enlist in the US Army 
after 9/11. Two years later, he died on a desolate hillside in southeastern Afghanistan. The Bush 
administration and Army officials lionized Tillman as a hero who died fighting the enemy. The truth was 
that through a series of errors and misjudgments – some bordering on criminal – Tillman was 
mistakenly shot and killed by one of the soldiers in his own platoon.  This is his story, and the story of 
his family, whose insistence on learning the truth brought the story to light. 

Three Cups of Tea told the story of Greg Mortenson’s quest to build schools in Afghanistan and Pakistan, initiated by 
his desire to thank a small village for taking care of him while he healed from a climbing injury. The story continues in 
his just-published second book, Stones Into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, written with Mike Bryan. The author’s determined humanitarian efforts to promote peace through 
education and literacy is as inspiring as ever, as the personal stories in this book illustrate.  

One of our most original thinkers, Malcolm Gladwell has produced a body of work that consistently challenges us to 
look at the world in a different way.  His bestsellers include The Tipping Point, Blink, and Outliers.   Now, with What 
the Dog Saw, he brings together for the first time in one volume many of the essays that he has written for The New 
Yorker magazine since 1996.  Included here are a profile of Ron Popeil (the television pitchman for kitchen gadgets), a 
meditation on ketchup, and discussions about Enron, plagiarism, disasters, intelligence, and pit bulls.  Nineteen essays 
in all, and each a gem.  

For about fifty years, the comedian George Carlin entertained, enlightened, and offended us on a regular basis.  His 
was a one-of-a-kind talent that produced some of the most original comedy of the last half century.  Mr. Carlin died in 
2008 at age 71, but in 1993, he began working with his friend Tony Hendra on an autobiography. Almost fifteen years 
in the making, Last Words is now available. It is the story of a crazy life – one filled with hard knocks, 
substance abuse, turbulent family relationships, and finally, stunning success.  If all he ever did 
was the notorious “Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television,” he’d have earned his keep in 
my book. Youtube it.  Amazing. 

Probably one of the most important books of the decade is Half the Sky by Nicholas D. Kristof 
and Sheryl WuDunn.  This book is a passionate call to arms against our era’s most pervasive 
human rights violation: the oppression of women and girls in the developing world.   Written by a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning pair of journalists who are also husband and wife, this book documents the 
mistreatment of women throughout Asia and Africa by telling very specific and personal stories.  What really sets this 
book apart, however, is the inclusion of stories about how so many people have helped, and how each of us can do 
our part to stop the shameful exploitation and manipulation that still exists in many places.  



 
BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS ς AND A FEW FOR ADULTS, TOO! 

 

We have so many wonderful new picture books and board books and pop-up books this year that it’s a challenge to 
talk about just a few. We’ve got lots more wonderful ideas for gifts for younger readers of all ages.  Come in to see! 

The Lion and the Mouse, by Jerry Pinkney.  In this wordless adaptation of one of Aesop’s 
most beloved fables, an unlikely pair learns that no act of kindness is ever wasted. Pinkney, 
an award-winning illustrator, sets his book in the landscape of the African Serengetti, and his 
stunning watercolors will take your breath away. 

Lucy Cousins, creator of the popular Maisy books, retells her favorite fairy tales with vivid, 
rousing illustration in Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales. Cousins puts a new face on such 
favorites as Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs, and The Little Red Hen, with writing that is simple and direct 
and illustrations that are bold and colorful.  

Everyone’s favorite Rottweiler takes a snowy romp with a young girl in /ŀǊƭΩǎ {ƴƻǿȅ !ŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ by writer/illustrator 
Alexandra Day. While the unaware babysitter watches TV, Madeleine and Carl escape through the doggy door and 
make snowmen, go sledding, and catch snowflakes on their tongues, returning just in time, with no adults the wiser. 

Some consistently popular books for kids in the 8-12 age group are the Percy Jackson series, the Wimpy Kid series, the 
Ivy and Bean series, and the Mysterious Benedict Society series – and, as always, The Phantom Tollbooth.  Some other 
suggestions:  

Newbery-Medal-winning author of such favorites as The Tale of Despereaux and Because of Winn-Dixie, Kate 
DiCamillo returns with a haunting fable about trusting the unexpected and making the impossible come true. In The 
aŀƎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ 9ƭŜǇƘŀnt, ten-year-old orphan Peter Augustus Duchene learns from a fortune-teller that his sister, long 
thought to be dead, is in fact alive, and that an elephant will lead him to her. 

The Complete Ramona Collection, by Portland-native Beverly Cleary, contains all eight Ramona books in a boxed set 
that would be a perfect gift for any younger reader. 

Bill Bryson is a reader’s treat who until now has only written for adults. Now he has now adapted his book on science 
for younger readers. In A Really Short History of Nearly Everything, Bryson makes science both interesting and funny 
– just as he did in the grown-up version – but in a version that is shorter, simpler, and heavily illustrated. Curious 
readers learn what happened to the dinosaurs? How big is the universe? Why are the oceans salty? What’s up with 
Pluto? Scientific discovery is now entertaining and accessible for all ages. 

Many readers in the young adult age group have been bonkers about the books in the Twilight series, the House of 
Night series, and The Mortal Instruments series, as well as The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian and The 
Book Thief. Here are some other gift ideas to consider: 

Going Bovine by Libba Bray. A loopy punk angel, a video-gaming dwarf, wormholes, and mad cow disease 
all factor into the surreal cross-country road trip that 16-year-old Cameron takes, in a satirical story that’s 
great fun. 

Catching Fire, the much-awaited sequel to Suzanne Collins’s dystopian bestseller The Hunger Games, 
continues the story of Katniss and Peeta, as the oppressed country prepares for the 75

th
 Annual Hunger 

Games, in which teens are made to compete to the death by the cruel leadership of the country. These 
books are compelling and well written. 

мллм /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎ ¸ƻǳ aǳǎǘ wŜŀŘ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ¸ƻǳ DǊƻǿ ¦Ǉ, edited by Julia Eccleshare, offers a thorough and 
authoritative guide to classic and contemporary children’s literature, providing informative reviews to help  you instill 
a love of reading in young readers – or provide a great trip down memory lane for yourself. Organized by age group 
from board books to young adult novels, entries include beautifully reproduced artwork from featured titles and 
incorporate global perspectives and diverse contributions. What an amazing gift!  

9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L bŜŜŘ ǘƻ Yƴƻǿ L [ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪΥ [ƛŦŜ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǘŀōƭŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭƭ ²ŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ 
Life, edited by Anita Silvey. This editor asked more than one hundred of the most respected and admired leaders in 
society this simple question: What children’s book changed the way you see the world? In this book she shares their 
surprising, intriguing answers. 



 

COFFEE TABLE BOOKS 

The Elements: A Visual Exploration of Every Known Atom in the Universe, by Theodore Gray. According to the 
author, “The periodic table is the universal catalog of everything you can drop on your foot. There are some things, 
such as light, love, logic, and time, that are not in the periodic table. But you can’t drop any of those things on your 
foot.” This eye-grabbing book presents the elements – such as calcium, krypton, and lanthanum – in their pure form, 
and then showcases examples of how each element lives in the world when combined with other elements: calcium in 
seashells, krypton in certain light bulbs, and lanthanum in camping-lantern mantles. Illustrated with gorgeous 
photographs that leap off a black background, this book is an ideal combination of science 
and art. Endlessly fascinating. 

The Art of the Bookstore: The Bookstore Paintings of Gibbs M. Smith. For four decades, 
publisher Gibbs Smith has been visiting bookstores around the country and creating oil 
paintings of several of them, from New York City’s Strand Bookstore, to Collected Works in 
Santa Fe, to – yes, it’s true – Broadway Books in Portland, Oregon. The entry for our store 
offers a quotation from Anna Quindlen: “I would be the most content if my children grew up 
to be the kind of people who think decorating consists mostly of building enough 
bookshelves.” The Art of the Bookstore is a wonderfully colorful celebration of independent 
bookstores  -- many of them, sadly, now shuttered -- and of forty years as an independent 
publisher. 

Bird, by Andrew Zuckerman. This photographer produced the highly acclaimed book 
Creatures, a portrait series of animals, and the subsequent kid’s version, Creature ABC, as 
well as the book series Wisdom. In his newest book, Zuckerman captures 75 species of birds 

in 200 astonishing photographs, shooting against his trademark white 
background. From familiar favorites to the exceptionally rare, these are 
birds as you’ve never seen them before. 

A Shadow Falls, by Nick Brandt. Brandt’s widescreen panoramas of animals 
and landscapes of East Africa present both the reckless beauty of Africa’s 
vanishing wilds and the humanity of its creatures. The fifty-eight stunning, 

oversized triton plates are an eloquent testimony to what we could lose and a testament to the photographer’s 
patient observation.  

Pendleton Round-¦Ǉ ŀǘ мллΥ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ [ŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ wƻŘŜƻ, by Michael Bales and Ann Terry Hill. Each year since 1910, 
the Pendleton Round-Up has brought tens of thousands of rodeo fans to a small town in Eastern Oregon. For a week, 
all of Pendleton celebrates the glamorous heritage of the Old West, with contests ranging from bull riding and bronc 
busting to barrel racing and bareback Indian relays. This new book, with its more than 900 contemporary and 
historical photographs -- many of them never before published -- celebrates the riders and the drama and the integral 
participation of Native Americans in North America’s most popular and enduring rodeo. 

The Sibley Guide to Trees, by David Allen Sibley. America’s  leading  bird-guide author and illustrator now applies his 
formidable skills of identification and illustration to the trees of North America. The book – elegant, comprehensive, 
and informative – presents more than 600 tree species in more than 4100 meticulous, exquisitely detailed paintings, 
along with more than 500 maps and basic tree-identification information. For every tree lover, traveler, and naturalist. 

Four years ago, Graeme Gibson produced an enchanting treasure trove of paintings, drawings, 
poems, essays, and scientific observations called The Bedside Book of Birds: An Avian Miscellany. 
Now he gives us the gorgeous companion book, The Bedside Book of Beasts: A Wildlife 
Miscellany. This beautifully illustrated book explores the relationship between predators and their 
prey, using works of art and literature from all eras and cultures to tell their stories. These 
handsome volumes truly are bedside companions – just the right size for reading in bed.  

 

 

 



 

GIFTS FOR $25 OR LESS 

Our store is full of books and gifts in all price ranges, and we have made a special effort this year to seek out 
affordable things for modest budgets.  Here are some ideas: 

Bananagrams!  Need we say more?  If you haven’t played this anagram game, you’ll be 
delighted to learn it and even more thrilled to play it with your friends.  Tiles with letters 
(similar to Scrabble) are encased in a banana-shaped zippered bag.  This game is ridiculously 
simple and can be played with any adult or child who spells, even a little bit.  It’s also portable, 
so you can play it anywhere.  Also, new to the market are two more games: Appletters (in an 
apple-shaped bag) and Pairs in Pears (in a bag shaped like, well, you know).   $15 each. 

HighBridge Audio has recently released some bargain-priced CDs of contemporary novels.  These editions are 
UNABRIDGED, read by professionals, and priced at only $14.99 each.  Currently we have these titles in stock: The 
Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd (10 hours on 8 CDs), Suite Francaise by Irene Nemirovsky (13 hours on 11 CDs), 
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen (11 hours on 10 CDs), and Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks (7 hours on 6 
CDs).  Planning a car trip?  As you go over the river and through the woods, these will make the time go faster. 

Magnetic Poetry Kits come in many shapes and sizes, and our favorite ones are the little boxes that are built around 
themes.  Each box contains about 250 magnetized word pieces that relate to the theme, and are fun ways to be 
creative with words.  Themes this year include Shakespeare, Yiddish, Book Lovers, Nature, Haiku, Bird Lovers, and 
Foodies.  Each box is $12.   

We have hundreds of calendars: wall, engagement, advent and page-a-days.  Prices range from $7.99 for mini wall 
calendars to $21.95 for the big, luscious Cavallini calendars that come from Italy.  Most wall calendars are in the $12 - 
$15 range.  Let’s make a date! 

These just in, and a first for Broadway Books: a very nice selection of jigsaw puzzles!   

And here’s something that might surprise you: just about 95% of the books in our store are priced under $25.   

 


