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CALENDARS ON SALE: At last we have all 2009 calendars on sale—but the piles are melting like last year’s 

snow.  Right now, all calendars are 50% off and throughout the month we’ll be discounting them a little bit more, 
but by then the selection will be a bit puny.  Grab a beautiful half-price calendar while you can.  Watch our blog for 

further discounts. SPEAKING OF OUR BLOG…Have you checked out our blog lately?  It’s updated almost daily 

(sometimes more often than that) and features Sally’s news of all things in the literary world, suggested books, and 
now and then a good-natured rant to keep the blood moving.  We’d love to have your comments, so go to the blog 
and post a few.  You can reach the blog at www.broadwaybooks.blogspot.com, or you can access it through our 

(finally) up and running…www.broadwaybooks.net…Yes, at last, it is a reality.  Our website is working.  

Please visit!  You’ll find book reviews, events, profiles of our staff, a bit about the history of the store, and even a 
youtube link.  And we invite you also to become part of our story.  If you are interested in contributing an opinion 
piece, a book review, or any other short written work, we’d love to talk to you about it.  We consider this website a 
work-in-progress, and we hope you’ll consider participating.  And while we’re jumping with both feet into the 

world of the internet, we also invite you to BECOME A FACEBOOK FAN! Stop us before we get carried away!  

Broadway Books has a page on facebook.com, and so you, too, can become a Broadway Books Fan.  All of this new 
(to us) internet activity has us a bit giddy.  We’re enjoying it immensely.  But those of you who prefer words on 

paper above all (we number ourselves in this group) have nothing to fear: OUR VERY OWN NEWSLETTER, 
which you are at this very moment holding in your hands, is not going away.  We will continue to mail this real 
piece of paper to your real house once a month or so until the nibs on our quill pens are worn to the quick.  

WE LOVE THESE NEW BOOKS  

In 1993, a memoir was published by a young man about his work with AIDS patients in the Smokey Mountains in 
the 1980s.  The writer, an Indian doctor who became by necessity an expert in AIDS treatment, wrote so 
eloquently about his work and with such compassion for his patients that his book, My Own Country: A Doctor’s 
Story became a word-of-mouth bestseller.  Since then, he has written one other memoir and several shorter pieces 
for The New Yorker, and in the publishing/bookselling world, there have been rumors over the years of a novel in 
the works.  We are pleased to announce that after such a long time Dr. Abraham Verghese’s incredibly rich and 
compelling novel, Cutting for Stone, has just arrived in the store.  It’s a story about the bond between twin 
brothers, a book about medicine, a meditation on family, and a tale of grace.  It’s a book that reminds us how 
important and enjoyable it is to read really good writing.  We cannot say it better than Meredith Allison of Brazos 
Bookstore in Houston: “…this is a book you will have to share with others, if you can bear parting with your copy.” 

Eugene writer Debra Gwartney’s memoir, Live Through This: A Mother’s Memoir of Runaway Daughters and 
Reclaimed Love is a riveting account of being a single parent.  Gwartney is the mother of four daughters, and after 
her divorce, she moved with her girls from Arizona to Eugene.  Amanda and Stephanie, the two oldest girls, full of 
anger and blaming their mother for their broken lives, soon ran away and spent the next several years living on 
and off the streets. The author went through years of trying to find them and help them and bring them back 
home, only to have them leave again. This is a ruthlessly honest and incredibly brave book – one that deals with 
the unraveling of a family, and also with the hard work of forgiveness it takes to mend one.  It’s also impossible to 
put down.  We read it in one sitting.  (Note: Debra Gwartney will be here on March 10

th
 to read from this book!) 



 

For Northwest outdoor lovers, the perfect book: The Northwest Nature Guide by James Luther Davis.  This brand 
new, comprehensive guide tells the reader where to go and what to see month by month in Oregon, Washington, 
and British Columbia.  See migrating whales, nesting puffins, sandhill cranes, alpine flowers, wintering elk, 
mountain goats, soaring raptors, frozen waterfalls, tidepool treasures, nesting blue herons, and much more.  There 
are even tips for spotting Sasquatch (did we mention the author is laugh-out-loud funny?).  “For anyone new to 
Cascadia or old timers who want to know more about nature, this is the must-have book to keep with their car, 
bicycle, or kayak.” – Mike Houck, Urban Greenspaces Institute 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, this sweet and pithy little book: Six-Word Memoirs on Love & Heartbreak edited 
by Smith Magazine.  Some samples of the six-word memoirs: “I trusted her forever. Good choice.”  “Married by 
Elvis, divorced by Friday.”  “My mother warned me about you.”  “Never again.  Maybe once.  Yes, OK.”  “Somehow 
I even love his snoring.” “Will always follow you.  On Twitter.”   

The winner of the 2008 Oregon Book Award for poetry, A is for Anne: Mistress Hutchinson Disturbs the 
Commonwealth by Penelope Scambly Schott is a series of poems that explores the life of Anne Hutchinson (1591-
1643), the dissident Puritan thinker who played a pivotal role in the emergence of American religious freedom.  
Varied in length and form, these poems bring to vivid life a lesser-known historic figure and imbue her with a 
fierce, sometimes humorous, always passionate intelligence.  Anyone who has ever bridled against authority (and 
who hasn’t?) will find a companion here.  This book is meticulously researched and beautifully, beautifully written.  

Food Matters: A Guide to Conscious Eating by Mark Bittman includes more than 75 recipes to help the reader lose 
weight and heal the planet.  This sounds like all the empty promises you hear on late night infomercials, but 
consider the source.  Bittman’s column in the New York Times, “The Minimalist”, is one of the most thoughtful 
sources for good cooks these days, and his cookbooks are always worth their weight in gold.  His main message: 
simplify.  This book offers a no-nonsense look at how government policies, marketing, big business and global 
economics influence what we eat.  It demystifies words like “organic” and “sustainable” and offers 
straightforward, budget-conscious advice.  Cheaper, healthier, and socially sound, this book presents a hopeful 
future for American eating. 

On the graphic literature front, we highly recommend Tales from Outer Suburbia by Shaun Tan.  This is a series of 
illustrated vignettes detailing fantastical little slices of suburban life.  The characters and plots that inhabit Tan’s 
strange universe may seem unusual and foreign, but the emotions they arouse will most certainly be familiar.  This 
is a spectacularly awesome book, incredibly moving in its simplicity of message, and appropriate for big and little 
people of all ages.  Also worth reading is Tan’s earlier masterpiece, The Arrival. 

In celebration of Valentine’s Day, this newsletter is good for 20% off any book in the store that contains the word 

“love” in its title.  One per customer, please.  This offer expires February 28, 2009.    
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