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How Book-Buying Can Save You 

In these uncertain times, here are some reasons we think books are worth buying: 

1. A book is cheaper than so many other forms of entertainment.  The cost-per-hour-of-
enjoyment that a book gives you is much less than a movie, a restaurant meal, a 
massage, or just about anything you can buy at Nordstrom.  We’re not advocating that 
you give up movies or restaurants or massages or Nordstrom.  We’re just suggesting 
that the choice to buy books is a thrifty one. 

2. Buying a book is only the beginning of your relationship with it.  You are allowed to: 
read it as many times as you wish, pass it along to a friend, throw it against the wall, 
highlight and underline to your heart’s content, make outrageous notes in the margins, 
memorize entire passages, try to get it back from a friend, discuss it with your book 
group or with anyone else, sleep with it, read it in the bathtub, delight a child with it, scandalize your parents with 
it, dog-ear the pages, and many more things that would fill this entire newsletter.   

3. Books are comforting in times of stress.  Owning even one book can be a great pleasure. 
4. A book is a thoughtful gift.  Who ever talks about the tie that changed their life? 
5. Pick a subject you like and there will be a special reason for buying a book in that subject.  Examples: Cookbooks!  

They are fun to read for pleasure and if you cook or eat or read, you can do at least two of these things together.  
Graphic literature! Relive the days (and share them with your kids) when you read with a flashlight under the 
covers.  Children’s books!  Most have no breakable moving parts.  

6. The more you like a book, the more its value increases.  Unlike stocks. 

And we also think there are good reasons to buy books here at Broadway Books: 

1. For every $100 you spend at our store, at least $68 stays in the community.  At a national chain, only $43 stays 
here.  When you buy books from a giant online retailer, the dollar amount that stays here is next to nothing.   

2. Buying locally creates more local jobs, nurtures community, and requires less fuel consumption and packaging than 
buying elsewhere. 

3. Books purchased at our store are easy to exchange and there’s no freight charge. 
4. We sell gift certificates that never expire. 
5. Every book in the store is hand-selected with our customers in mind, including used books and sale books. 
6. After you purchase twelve new books, you’ll get a free one!   
7. We giftwrap for free all year long. 
8. Everyone on our staff is an avid reader and takes pleasure in helping you find just the right book for you to give 

yourself or someone else. 
9. We support neighborhood schools, the North by Northeast Community Health Center, and local literacy projects 

with our time, money, and advocacy.  With your help, we make a difference in the lives of hundreds of students in 
North and Northeast Portland by donating books to school libraries, teachers, individual children and classrooms.   
 

WORDSTOCK AND THE OREGON BOOK AWARDS  

On Saturday and Sunday, November 8
th

 & 9
th

, we’ll have a booth at the Wordstock Book Festival 
(at the Oregon Convention Center) to sell books nominated for this year’s Oregon Book Awards.  
Lots of great authors will be at the festival; check out the schedule at 
www.wordstockfestival.com!  The Book Awards ceremony itself will take place Sunday at 
7:30pm at the Portland Art Museum.  Tickets are available at www.brownpapertickets.com.  We 
hope to see you at both events! 

 

http://www.wordstockfestival.com/
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/


EVENTS 

Tuesday November 11
th

 at 7 pm – Every few years, we get lucky and a book comes along that is so extraordinary that it 
knocks the socks right off our feet.  This season, just such a book has been published! We’re so happy to be hosting an 
event for the gift book of the year:  Wild Beauty: Photographs of the Columbia River Gorge, 1867-1957 ($75, The 
Northwest Photography Archive/Oregon State University Press).  This book is a 
stunning collection of photographs put together by Terry Toedtemeier (curator of 
photography at the Portland Art Museum) and John Laursen (longtime book designer, 
editor, typographer and publisher).  It’s a splendid combination of scholarship, history, 
and art that illuminates the rich photographic heritage of the Gorge with 134 images 
by three dozen photographers, from Carleton Watkins through Ray Atkeson.  The 
amazing photos (many never before available to the general public) and insightful text 
are printed on archival paper that does justice to the images, and the whole package 
was produced locally.  It was the genesis of the current exhibit at the Portland Art 
Museum.  Both Terry and John will be at the store tonight to talk about the making of 
the book and to sign copies.  What better gift (for yourself or someone else) than a 
signed first edition of this spectacular volume? 

Thursday November 13
th

 at 7 pm -- Eileen O’Keefe McVicker joins us to read from her new memoir, Child of Steens 
Mountain ($16.95; Oregon State University Press), which tells her story of a childhood spent at the southern slope of the 
Steens Moutain.  Here she recounts the everyday adventures of life on the high desert, while exploring universal issues of 
parenting, making a living, and coming of age. Eileen’s friend and neighbor, Barbara J. Scot – author of The Violet Shyness of 
their Eyes -- edited and organized the narrative.  Barbara will be here as well. We hope you can join us for this event! 

Tuesday November 18
th

 at 7 pm – Yellowfish: A Novel ($18.95; University of Washington Press), by John Keeble. This 
classic novel tells the story of Wesley Erks, itinerant machinist and adventurer, who takes a hefty fee for smuggling a group 
of illegal Chinese immigrants – called “yellowfish” – from Vancouver, BC, to San Francisco in the late 1970s.  Originally 
published in 1980, this new edition includes a new foreword by William Kittredge and a new afterword by the author.  
Please join us to hear the author read from his tale of a perilous and suspenseful journey through the Pacific West. 

Tuesday December 2
nd

 at 7 pm – Tonight we welcome Laura Foster, the inspired creator of the beloved Portland Hill Walks.  
Portland City Walks: Twenty Explorations in and around Town ($19.95; Timber Press) is a rich collection of eye-opening 

walks that explore Portland’s (and the surrounding area’s) backstreets and back stories.  These new 
walking routes are flat, easy-to-follow, self-guided, and accessible by public transportation. The book 
includes fabulous maps, plenty of history, snacking possibilities, and offbeat treasures along the way.  It 
lets readers/walkers peel back the layers of history as they walk the city's neighborhoods and discover 
the fun to be found in our own backyard.  Tonight we’ll SIT and listen to Laura’s presentation of her new 
book.  We are are big fans of her first book (we climbed every single hill in that one), and this new guide 
is even better. 

SOME OF OUR FAVORITE NEW TITLES 

¢ƘŜ tŀƭŜȅΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ /ƻƻƪōƻƻƪΥ wŜŎƛǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Pacific Northwest by Vitaley and Kimberly Paley with Robert 
Reynolds ($35, Ten Speed Press) is a must-have for any Portland cook or restaurant aficionado.  For more than a decade, 
devotees of Paley’s Place Bistro and Bar have been flocking to this exquisite restaurant for the very best in local, fresh and 
fabulous food.  From Grilled Figs Wrapped in Prosciutto to Duck Wellington with Mole Sauce to Hazelnut-Yogurt Cake with 
Honey-Poached Quinces and Raspberries (that’s a mouthful in more ways than one), this splendidly written and 
photographed book emphasizes great ingredients and great technique.  Enjoy! 

The Intellectual Devotional: Modern Culture by David S. Kidder and Noah D. Oppenheim ($24, Rodale Press) is the third 
volume in the popular Intellectual Devotional series.  This year, the 365 one-page essays (meant to be read one a day for a 
year) are all concerned with current cultural topics and are divided into these seven categories: Personalities, Literature, 
Music, Film, Ideas and Trends, Sports, and Pop Culture.   

The Brass Verdict ($26.99, Little, Brown) is Michael Connelly’s latest detective novel featuring two of his most engaging 
protagonists: defense attorney Mickey Haller (the Lincoln Lawyer) and police detective Harry (short for Hieronymus) Bosch.  
Flip sides of the same coin, Haller and Bosch rarely agree but realize that their only choice is to work as a team. This is the 
most explosive novel yet by the author the Los Angeles Times has called “our laureate, proving again that popular fiction at 
its best…is also literature.” 

 



It’s been a long time since Terry Tempest Williams had a major book.  Finding Beauty in a Broken World ($26, Pantheon) is 
well worth the wait.  This luminous collection of pieces includes essays, poetry, memoir, journal entries, and general 
musings on the state of the world – every bit written with Tempest’s signature fierce love for all creatures great and small.  
A singular meditation on how the natural and human worlds collide and connect, this is a work of uncommon insight that  
dares to find intersections between arrogance and empathy, tumult and peace, constructing a narrative of hopeful acts by 
taking that which is broken and creating something whole. 

Going out to breakfast is one of our all-time-favorite hedonistic ways to treat ourselves -- especially on a 
day off and with a glass of champagne. But how do you keep from getting in a rut and going to the same 
places? Want to try new restaurants, but don’t like long waits or bad coffee? Fortunately, Paul Gerald offers 
a solution: Breakfast in Bridgetown: The Definitive Guide to Portland's Favorite Meal ($16.95,  Bacon and 
Eggs Press). This handy guide provides descriptions of 95 breakfast spots in the Portland area. Best of all, he 
lists estimated wait times, the brand of coffee served, and other available beverages. Also detailed: WiFi 
access, portion sizes, hours.  

If you're looking for a novel that is elegant, mesmerizing, meditative, and thought-provoking, Night Train to Lisbon ($15, 
Grove Press), by Pascal Mercier is the one. This smart, entertaining novel tells the story of Raimund Gregorius, who teaches 
classical languages at a Swiss school and lives a life governed by routine. One day a chance encounter with a Portuguese 
woman inspires him to question his life and leads him to the unraveling mystery of another man's life. Part thriller, part 
philosophical reflection, and totally engaging, this is the kind of book that makes you slow down as you near the end 
because you hate to be finished with a book of such richness and depth.  

Gregory Maguire fans rejoice!  At long last, your favorite author has written a sequel to Wicked and Son of 
a Witch.  The new novel, A Lion Among Men ($26.95, Morrow), is Volume Three in the Wicked Years series 
and focuses on Brrr the Cowardly Lion, the once tiny cub defended by Elphaba in Wicked.  With civil war 
looming in Oz, this story chronicles Brrr’s relationship with a tetchy oracle named Yackle, his journey 
through a swamp of ghosts, his implication in a massacre of trolls, and his love for a forbidding Cat princess.  
In a world gone shrill with war fever, can he survive?  

 
Local author Chelsea Cain hit the New York Times bestseller list with her first thriller, Heartsick, about Portland detective 
Archie Sheridan, creepy but compelling serial killer Gretchen Lowell, and their complex psychosexual relationship. Cain 
continues the tale in Sweetheart ($24.95, St. Martin’s), as the body of a young woman is discovered in Forest Park, 
Gretchen escapes from prison, and a beloved US Senator is accused of seducing his children’s 14-year-old babysitter a 
decade earlier. Once again Cain gives us a suspenseful edge-of-your-seat read. 

About a quarter century ago, a previously unknown wanderer named William Least Heat-Moon wrote a book called Blue 
Highways, and the world discovered a chronicler of rare linguistic genius and empathy.  Now, in Roads to Quoz: An 
American Mosey ($27.99, Little, Brown), Heat-Moon returns to the back roads in search of what he calls “quoz” – things 
strange, incongruous, or peculiar. With his love for back roads, buried history, mesmerizing stories, colorful language, and 
slow, deliberate travel, Heat-Moon paints unforgettable portraits of people and places from even the most 
remote areas. 

In The Wordy Shipmates ($25.95,  Riverhead Books), Sarah Vowell is back with her quirky observations and 
droll insights –this time focusing on the Puritans and their journey to America, discovering that their uptight, 
killjoy reputation doesn’t tell the whole story.  The people she finds are highly literate, deeply principled, and 
surprisingly feisty. With her usual mix of humor and history, Vowell provides a witty exploration of 17

th
 -

century New England. 

 

 
YOU CAN DO ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING ON ONE STREET! 

The annual Lights on Broadway sales event will take place the weekend of December 5
th

-7
th

.  Several of the stores on 
northeast Broadway will be offering special sales, along with caroling and activities for children.  What a great way to get 
your shopping out of the way and score some bargains! 

 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Wordy-Shipmates/Sarah-Vowell/e/9781594489990/?itm=1


NEW ART FOR SALE IN THE STORE  

So many of you have responded positively to the artwork that we have for sale in the 

store that we’ve added some more.  Roberta’s childhood friend Syd McCutcheon 
has just brought in a superb new collection of acrylic paintings, blank books, and 
whimsical found-art collages.  Prices range from $7 to $300.  Also, Portland artist 

Ben Higdon’s paintings of Portland scenes are here (check 

out the wall over our magazines) and sell for $50 and $100 
each.  We think both of these painters are terrific and we love 
supporting our local artists!   

To see more of Syd’s art, visit www.sheepfloozy.com.  

Ben’s paintings can be viewed at www.higdonstudios.com  

 

 

 

Coming soon to a computer near you – the launch of Broadway Books’ website.  Yes, it’s true.  And you heard it here first.  
A place to read about events in the store and learn about our new favorites books.  See next month’s 
newsletter for details. 

 

 

BRING THIS NEWSLETTER IN FOR 20% OFF ANY ONE BOOK IN THE STORE.  OFFER NOT GOOD ON SPECIAL ORDERS.  ONE 
PER CUSTOMER, PLEASE.  EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30, 2008.  THANKS SO MUCH FOR SHOPPING AT BROADWAY BOOKS!  WE 

HOPE YOU SHOP LOCALLY WHENEVER YOU CAN! 
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“Steel Bridge II” ($100) by local artist Ben 
Higdon, is one of the many paintings for 

sale at Broadway Books. 

http://benhigdon.com/portland_bridges/steel_bridge_ii.jpg
http://www.sheepfloozy.com/
http://www.higdonstudios.com/

